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public would have found it much more interesting reading, but it is 
a step in the right direction, and meets with great commendation. 
Mr. Marbut has done well in showing so many relations between 
man and his development and progress, and the physical features 
of the region. The paper stands as one of the best physiographic 
products of the last year. 

R. E. D. 

State Map of New York as an Aid to the Study of Geography . By 
William Morris Davis. Examination Bulletin No. n, University 
of the State of New York, 1896. Price, 5 cents. 

The small pamphlet of something over twenty pages, recently 
published by the University of the State of New York, under the 
title mentioned above, will be an excellent guide and of great help 
to the teacher of geography in the New York Common Schools. It 
is a companion one to those previously issued by the same author, 
on the State Maps of Rhode Island and Massachusetts, but not so 
directly helpful, because New York State is unfortunately not so 
well supplied with good maps as are the other States mentioned. 

The paper is written upon the well-known basis that home geog- 
raphy should precede that of regions abroad, and that the home 
region should be the unit of comparison in all descriptive and loca- 
tive work. 

The pamphlet opens with an account of the topographic map now 
being slowly issued by the State and the U. S. Geological Survey. 
Then follow paragraphs describing the areal features of the State ; 
then classification and something of their origin. The following 
is the order of their treatment: Mountains, highlands and uplands; 
ridges, plateaux and uplands; escarpments; hills; lowlands and 
plains ; valleys ; forms of glacial origin ; flood plains ; terraces ; estu- 
arine plains; delta plains; swamps, marshes and lacustrine plains; 
brooks and rivers; divides; ponds and lakes; rapids and falls; 
chasms, glens and gorges; features of lake and sea coast. The 
writer then takes up the relations of these features according to 
origin, the relations of surface features to man, and some sugges- 
tions regarding the apportionment of map work to the different years 
of the school course. 

The wide-awake teacher will find this paper very helpful, but to 
the teacher whose mind has never been trained to the modern view 
of geographic classification, the pamphlet will be anything but 
wholly clear. Certain terms familiar to the modern student are 
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used without sufficient explanation to be perfectly clear to every 
reader. The author would more thoroughly have won the confi- 
dence of the audience to which he would appeal, if he had incor- 
porated in his introduction more of the relation of physical features 
to man. We fear that the average teacher with no map to guide 
him may be frightened from the feast by the somewhat assertive 
way in which the suggestions are offered. 

The publication deserves, however, to be in every school for con- 
stant reference, and we regret that the State has not yet published 
a map as good as this description of the earth features, based upon 
the map that ought to be. 

R. E. D. 



